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Abstract—The word “otherwise” has long been viewed as a challenge to most Chinese college students, for it
often changes in the way that it is used and understood. By taking a careful study of the word itself and the
context where the word is used, this paper tries to explore the possible uses and interpretations of the word
“otherwise” to help Chinese students better understand it in different contexts, and then to offer the suggested
solutions to the improvement in the proper understanding and use of the word.
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. INTRODUCTION

Reading, like the other basic language skills in English learning, plays an important role in daily communication in
social life. It is usually considered to be a sign of one’s language competence and comprehensive power (Zeng, 2018).
But for most Chinese learners, English reading is still a great challenge. Students at university level still suffer from a
limited lexicon and weak language foundation though they work hard enough and do well in reading exams (Zeng,
2018).

For majority of Chinese students, they begin to learn English in high school, taking it as a compulsory course in
university. In spite of the fact that much time and efforts have been devoted to English learning in their secondary
school(Zeng, 2018) , they still cannot make a good sense of some difficult words, less to say to make proper use of them
to express themselves in communication.

The word “otherwise” is one of such difficult words for most Chinese students in their daily reading. “Otherwise” is a
common word in English vocabulary, but it is also the word that can easily confuse and overwhelm Chinese students in
their reading comprehension. In most cases, it is an ordinary conjunction, adjective or adverb and is interpreted as “if
not, or else”, but in different contexts, it can be changed or extended much in its basic sense and function, it changes so
much as to puzzle or hinder students, or as to disable them to go on with reading with interest.

Il. ANALYSIS OF THE USAGE OF THE WORD “OTHERWISE”

For the above-mentioned reasons, | will first go back to its origin, then move into its makeup, and last offer possible
solutions to go further into its usage. “Otherwise” dates from old English “on othre wisan”(David, 1980) (used in the
14™ or 15" century), today it means “in another manner”(David, 1980) in a modern sense. In its word composition,
“other-” has a sense of being “different”, different from what has been talked about, “-wise” is a suffix of a word,
referring to “manner or aspect”, for example, “likewise”, “clockwise”, or “dropwise”, etc. On the basis of its
composition and contexts, this paper will aim to explore its expanded senses, and will guide Chinese students how to
understand and use it properly.

A. “Otherwise” Is Used in Different Ways

“Otherwise” can be used in different ways in different contexts, it can be a conjunction, adjective and adverb in
different patterns of sentences, semantically taken as*“ or, else , if not”. In different circumstances, it can be interpreted
and used in the following ways:

1. “Otherwise” is a conjunction, interpreted to be “ or, else , if not”

We will hurry up, otherwise we may be late for school.

FAVGHUR S 1], ZA ESZIRE T

Save some money for future, otherwise you will regret it.

RERAF AR, EAIRIR S S

| felt ill the other day, otherwise | would have gone to the meeting.

RLRIAER 7, BUEREES 2.

Drivers have to follow traffic regulations, otherwise they will be punished.

AL UE ST AR, 75 IR 32 BT

2. “Otherwise” is an adjective, read as “not as supposed or in a different state”

The story sounds reasonable, but the truth is quite otherwise.

RN IEE, (AL HAM SRR
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She is quite well in health though she looks much otherwise.

o AR LSAR G, RAEE ERRAE.

Some are wise, some are otherwise.

AL NIEW], AL ANNEE.

We welcome any comments from viewers, favorable or otherwise.

FATIGUREARDE H e W, A s At e A R AT

| fear she will be superstitious. Indeed, how could she be otherwise?

TIHLMSAERE . #SE, WEATREAMEE?

3. “Otherwise” is an adverb

a. It can be interpreted to be “differently , in another way”

We believe he is selfish , but he evidently thinks otherwise.

ATV AR B AL, (B BRI RN N

There is no dream you cannot achieve. Never let anyone tell you otherwise.

BARARERI A . AR A& URR, AREIE AR TCIR ST

If it ends well, it means both of you want more. If it ends otherwise, the next thing to do is to wave goodbye to each
other.

WREE R, BRI NS AR — B R R RS AL, BT R&0 T

Only by saving will you have money in the bank or otherwise invested.

RAWEVRA 24 BAAERAT B DAl 7 A 5

We will get there somehow, by boat or otherwise.

AR A ASE T, AT AR BB L,

The government claims that the economy is improving, but this survey suggests otherwise.

BUR AL AT AL, (AR A A AR R

Here are two difficult paragraphs with “otherwise” in them

First, the Handlins cannot adequately demonstrate that the White servant’s position was improving during and after
the 1660’s; several acts of the Maryland and Virginia legislatures indicate otherwise (2015, GRE).

T, DB I TEE R /U B AR A Bt S HEAUHIEAS 2 75T D B A A e
MBI SEIER LR AT L% Z R W B I 18 4 /2 (2015, GRED .

In physics, subject and object were supposed to be entirely distinct, so that a description of any part of the universe
would be independent of the observer. The quantum theory, however, suggests otherwise, for every observation involves
the passage of a complete quantum from the object to the subject, and it now appears that this passage constitutes an
important coupling between observer and the observed (2015, GRE).

TEVE S, AR AR E N AIR BAAE R, DI, X 5 AT — N5 g AT Rk, 2O sr 10
& RN, BETHEBREREREEAHER, AR RS KA 7E 8B &1 N R 3 E AR, m
TEBK, Xl R TS SHONEY i —MEE K455 (2015, GRE)

b. It may be interpreted to be “in the other aspects”, often preceded by “but”

Dad still has a bit cold, but otherwise all are well.

T RURE, (AR TT AR

The food ran out early, but otherwise the party was a success.

BYMRIRGIZE T, (B & AEH AN 5 i MR 2 o

He is noisy, but otherwise a nice boy.
fZ Wb, BRubz A, BRI
The girl is a little dirty, but not otherwise contemptible.
R eA A, HAE AN
The cousins are alike in age, but otherwise as different as day and night.
LR AERE AT, JAB T AR ZE L
B. “Otherwise” Can Help to Build English Subjunctive Mood

“Otherwise”, to most Chinese students, poses much more challenge when it appears in the English subjunctive mood.
It usually refers to something that did not happen, or suggests a different case or situation. In this sense, “otherwise”
helps to build a special kind of subjunctive mood. The following sentences will be the illustrations of the usage of
“otherwise” in a different sentence pattern.

1. “Otherwise” is involved in short phrases

The much admired writer enjoyed a successful career, but later caught a serious disease and lived an otherwise happy
life.

AL NEARFIVE R S A i, HJERE BB, ZAR, LS E A A3 .

The coloured lights in the trees have lent bright colors to an otherwise dull city.

© 2020 ACADEMY PUBLICATION



1024 JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE TEACHING AND RESEARCH

B FIRAT XA (AR Z RS TTHE7 T etk

Hemingway welcomed his discovery of a worthwhile cause because it could give significance to an otherwise
meaningless death.

W AR R R T — B MER SN (51, BUOVERRIR T VAT, B, Abrg L e] gescH
J R B R

The ability to conceal themselves by camouflage enables some otherwise defenseless animals to survive.

iR O M REgeR 5 CRIRE I — L (A RACVE O REREg) W= B TLae /I Ish W A7 .

His refusal to help his brother could well result in the failure of business that will otherwise be very successful.

MIELEF A o 2, IR TTRE S B R, B0, At o 26 A A ST BE AR T 1Y o

Appointing one woman to the otherwise all-male staff could look like tokenism.

25 JEASIE — (1) F R G BTG YR — A7 2o Mo AR 26 T T THT o

2. “Otherwise” is included in the subjunctive mood sentences

Well-educated people make more money than they would otherwise do.

e RIFEaE e GEEZBER) , A s LR

In a crisis people are more on edge and agitated than they would otherwise be.
FETR G, AT GRASEHLIR {5) 5 g 2

Trade makes it possible for surplus manufactured goods to be traded abroad for the agriculture products that would
otherwise be lacking.

R A n] R B A R i B S B A AR ECR =, L), BN EZ K= . This activity can help you
release thoughts that might otherwise prevent you from getting needed sleep.

RIOUESNA B TR — S, EAN, X E AT e WG VRIR1T 26 ZEHEAR . Their suggestion has made the
design better than it would otherwise have been.

AT A T T B R A Can BACR AT ) 4T

The student went through the paper, finding some mistakes that might otherwise have been ignored.

AR TG, RIS AT REAR K A 1R

He warned me of the danger that | would otherwise have neglected.

finfele 73, AR, RSBMER:.

Quality education also free communities and countries, allowing them to leap forward into periods of wealth and
social unity that otherwise would not be possible (2015, GRE).

RIREE R AR ME S, B NS At g 0, S, X UIsiA AT RESE I

Because of the differences in the manner of expression between Chinese and English, the way that “otherwise” is
used in the English subjunctive mood often puzzles students so much that they either misunderstand it or fail to get it at
all. The proper solution to it is to explore its possible extended meanings on the basis of the very context and its core
sense.

C. The Common Set Phrases with “Otherwise”

“Otherwise” itself is a difficult word, when it is used together with another word, it poses more challenge to Chinese
students, for the phrase can not be interpreted word by word. Further, there are no Chinese words that are combined or
built in the similar way.

1. “Otherwise than” is decoded to be “different from”

Our life cannot be otherwise than happy.

FATHI S — € AR

How could it be otherwise than frightful?

KEASAT Ag?

No person shall be tried or punished otherwise than by a law court in accordance with the procedure prescribed by
law (2015,GRE).

Xof NREAT o FIANGE AL A8 VAR M BE R FILUE BORR PP R AT -

2. “And otherwise” is interpreted to be * other activities”

During break in classroom, the children are singing, dancing, drawing and otherwise.

VRIAL, ZAERE A, BEOE . i AT e HAhE 3

You can take it, leave it and otherwise.

RATBABGEE, W e LA AR T b HE .

3. “Or otherwise” is interpreted to be “completely different or opposite”

In holiday, we can choose to be busy or otherwise.

R AIFATAT AR F il B 2

Married mothers or otherwise are welcome to our meeting.

AR RIS, #RWS 2,

He does not mind whether it is moral or otherwise.
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RS B ALET

I must emphasize that | am not making a plea, disguised or otherwise.
WAL G WA AR, TR Dy H S

He didn't want company;, talkative or otherwise.

A EA NERE, TR R R

I1l. SUGGESTED ACCESSES TO THE MEANING AND USES OF “OTHERWISE”

In terms of linguistic competence, poor command of vocabulary and inability to understand it properly may be one of
the major obstacles in the way to improve English for Chinese college students (Zeng, 2018). It is important to
recognize that students do not learn from the first presentation of the new language items alone. They need to be
introduced or even reintroduced to the new items, that is, more often a new word is included in the reading or daily
communication, more likely the reader will be familiar with it and understand it better, until they can have a full
command of what they have learnt, until they can produce them readily when required (Zeng, 2018).

To reach this goal, students might be often asked to practise a certain number of language models, such as word
substitution, sentence patterns, structure of paragraphs, etc. In many English textbooks, ,for example, New College
English, there are always such items of exercise as ““ replace A with B”, “reorganize the following sentences after the
models” or “compose a paragraph on the provided structure” (Yang, 2002), etc. The repeated phrases and structures
with the new learned words in them are usually the most often used ones. To be familiar with them is really a great
advantage for students to be fluent users of English (2018, Zeng).

It is no exception with the learning and practice of “otherwise”, that is to say, the above-suggested steps can be
applied to the mastery of the word “otherwise”, but it will be done under the condition that the other means of word
study may be included and tried, for example,

A. Word Analysis

It is known that many words in English have been formed by constantly combining parts of old English, Greek, and
Latin words. One can break down a word by looking for prefixes, suffixes, and root words. If you know what these
word parts mean, then you can often figure out what a newly-combined word mean, especially with the help of the
context. By teaching Chinese students the skills to break up different parts of a word, we may provide them with a
useful tool so they won't necessarily have to run to a dictionary to consult it. They can also get a hint about what these
words possibly mean at the time they first meet them.

For example, subscribe, subscribe = (prefix) sub + (stem) scribe

sub- = under; -scrib- = write. It can be interpreted to be: write under

scientist, sci-(en) = know (Latin), -ist=one who

It can be interpreted to be : a man who knows (much)

otherwise, other-=different, -wise=way

It can be interpreted to be: (in) different way

B. Context Clues and Mental Association

Using context clues is one of the proper ways to discover what an unfamiliar or difficult word means. Before you can
understand what you read, you have to understand the most words you are reading. By looking carefully at the other
words in the sentence or by focusing on the sentences around it, and seeing how the new word fits in, you can work
better at determining what the new word possibly means. Often an author includes hints, or clues to help the reader
expand vocabulary from its core meaning and help them grasp what the specific words or sentences mean, take the
following sentences for example:

The story sounds reasonable, but the truth is quite otherwise. (1.2)

| fear she will be superstitious. Indeed, how could she be otherwise? (1.2)

Here, “reasonable” and “ superstitious” are the useful clues for the reader to figure out the meaning of the two
“otherwise” in the above sentences, the first means ““ not reasonable” and the second suggests “not superstitious”.

More examples:

Dad still has a bit cold, but otherwise all are well. (1.3.2)

The food ran out early, but otherwise the party was a success. (1.3.2)

Here, “otherwise” in the first sentence refers to “ in the other aspects except the fact that Dad still has a bit cold”.

Likewise, in the second sentence, “otherwise” refers to “in the other aspects except the fact that the food ran out
early”.

Without the clear statement of the fact in the other part of the sentence, then it will be quite hard for Chinese students
to follow the word “otherwise” and even the whole sentences.

In addition, mental association is much required in the grasp of the meaning of “otherwise”, for the way it changes in
its usage often goes a little beyond the comprehension of Chinese students, who are unable to find the similar sentence
structure in the learning of their own language, for example,
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The much admired writer enjoyed a successful career, but later caught a serious disease and lived an otherwise happy
life. (2.1)

Here, the phrase “lived an otherwise happy life” means that “the writer would live a happy life in a different case (he
did not catch a serious disease).

The ability to conceal themselves by camouflage enables some otherwise defenseless animals to survive. (2.1)

Here, the phrase “some otherwise defenseless animals” means that “some animals would be defenseless if they were
unable to conceal themselves by camouflage”

Therefore, no matter in what way “otherwise” appears in a sentence or in what collocation it is used with other words,
the right way to understand it is to expand it from its core sense “in a different way”, “different from what has been said
or stated”, in this way, the words before it or after it are of great help so that the context can not be neglected or missed.

IV. CONCLUSION

To sum up, learning to read and interpret words is a long, complex and creative process in which a series of language
practices and the related activities are involved and interrelated (Zeng, 2018). On the one hand, well-targeted and
extended reading practice helps Chinese students make proper and frequent improvements in reading abilities, on the
other hand, constant exposure to different sources of texts through different designs works to improve the mind of
students (Zeng, 2018). As we know, for most Chinese college students, vocabulary is often more important and
challenging than grammar, as D. A. Wilkins (1972) said "Without grammar very little can be conveyed; without
vocabulary nothing can be conveyed."

Vocabulary is very infinite and words are often more complex than they appear to be, for words are not isolated from
but associated with a certain type of context or situation, thus they behave differently in different contexts (Zeng, 2018).
Therefore, special attention has to be directed to the expanded meaning, to the usage of words and to their collocation in
text reading.

Further, it is important to recognize that students have to be exposed to the difficult or strange words in different
contexts as much as possible, in this way they may be well impressed with its central meaning and with the established
ways that it is used. If English teachers have a deep understanding of the interrelation between word reading and the
contributing factors (Zeng, 2018), if English teachers place equal stresses on the words themselves, on the contexts and
on the practice of their uses, if English teachers integrate word reading into the whole process of teaching, then all the
efforts made by teachers and students will be much rewarded (Zeng, 2018).
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